
Test Drive Checklist
LOOKING TO BUY A VEHICLE? 
Take this checklist with you to ensure you're purchasing a reliable car.

Look for dents, rust, or other damage.

Check the windshield for cracks or 
chips, and open and close every 
door.

Check the tire tread and signs of 
uneven wear.

Start the car, let it idle, and listen for 
any rattles, clicks, or whines from the 
engine.

Test the turn signals, brake lights, 
radio, heater, A/C, windshield wipers, 
warning lights, and other gauges.

Drive in stop-and-go traffic to check 
the brakes.

Go slowly over potholes and rough 
roads to see how it handles and 
steers.

Drive on a highway over 55 MPH to 
test acceleration, gear shifts, and 
steering.

Go to a parking lot or residential 
street to practice parking. Ensure the 
car goes in reverse and you’re 
comfortable parking it.

Get a technology tour from the seller 
(automatic cruise control, Bluetooth 
radio, etc.).

Confirm what type of gas or higher 
octane fuel the car takes.

Ask the seller for a vehicle history 
report from CarFax or another 
provider to check for accidents.

If something is broken, ask if it can 
be fixed.

Find out if it comes with an extended 
warranty!

Test drive checklist
LOOKING TO BUY A VEHICLE? 
Take this checklist with you to ensure you're purchasing a reliable car.

Look for dents, rust, or other damage.

Check the windshield for cracks or chips

Open and close every door.

Check for uneven wear on the tire tread

Start car, idle, and listen for rattles, 
clicks, or whines from the engine.

Test the turn signals, brake lights, radio, 
heater, A/C, windshield wipers, warning 
lights, and other gauges.

Drive in stop-and-go traffic to check the 
brakes.

Go slowly over potholes and rough roads 
to see how it handles and steers.

Drive over 55 MPH to test acceleration, 
gear shifts, and steering.

Practice parking. Be sure you are 
comfortable 

Check the car goes in reverse

Get a technology tour from the seller 
(automatic cruise control, Bluetooth radio, 
etc.).

Confirm what type of gas or higher octane 
fuel the car takes.

Ask the seller for a vehicle history report 
to check for accidents. (ex: CarFax)

Ask if anything broken can be fixed.

Find out if it comes with an extended 
warranty!

Year : _______________ Make : _____________________________  Model : ________________________________

Other Information

Kelley Blue Book value: $ ____________  List price: $ _____________  Odometer: ___________ miles
KBB.com

Accidents or damage : _____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other notes : ______________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

How much do I like this car? (circle one)

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10
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