
The Lifecycle
of a Used Car

HEAVILY USED 
Potential for major repairs increases. 
VSC can be invaluable and cover 
expensive repairs.

8-12
YEARS

MODERATELY USED 
Crucial time to get a VSC. Factory 
warranty is expired and car will 
experience wear and tear. 

4-7
YEARS

SLIGHTLY USED 
Factory warranty may still be active, 
but a VSC can serve as a bridge to 
ensure coverage without an gaps.

1-3
YEARS

BRAND NEW CAR
Does not need a VSC at 
this time. Factory warranty 
still valid.

AGING
Depending on contract limits, a VSC 
can be a lifesaver at this stage to 
alleviate the burden of costly repairs.

13+
YEARS

The Lifecycle Stages with a VSC

Benefits of a VSC

Financial 
protection against 
breakdowns and 

repairs

Convenience of 
choosing your 
own certified 

mechanic

Extends the life 
of your car and 
can increase 
resale value

A Vehicle Service Contract, commonly known as an extended warranty, 
is a protection plan that helps cover the cost of repairs when your car has 
a mechanical breakdown.

Review the VSC used car lifecycle and ensure your vehicle is covered.

What is a Vehicle Service Contract? 

A used car is a pre-owned vehicle that has had one or more owners.

Everyday usage, environmental factors, and mechanical wear and tear 
often lead to a decline in performance and reliability, potentially increasing 
the need for repairs and maintenance.

Review the used car lifecycle and be prepared for your next breakdown.

What is a Used Car? 

The Lifecycle Stages

HEAVILY USED 
• Potential for more significant repairs 

(e.g., transmission, exhaust system, etc.)

• Regular maintenance required

8-12
YEARS

MODERATELY USED 
• Factory warranty likely expired

• Increased chances of minor repairs 
(e.g., brakes, battery, tires, etc.)

• Regular maintenance required

4-7
YEARS

SLIGHTLY USED 
• Minimal wear and tear and 

unexpected repairs

• Factory warranty might still be active 
(generally 3 years/30,000 miles)

• Beginning of more frequent maintenance

1-3
YEARS

BRAND NEW CAR
• Virtually no repair needs

• Factory warranty in place

AGING
• High potential for major 

and minor repairs

• Components wearing out 
(e.g., engine, suspension, etc.)

• Might exceed the value of the car

13+
YEARS
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